
Criterion Example Policy or Justification Text Coverage 
Score 

Comments 

 

A. GI is explicitly integrated with 
other economic and social 
priorities  

SDPs must identify housing provision to be delivered through LDPs, including strategic allocations/areas of search for 
strategic employment sites, supporting transport infrastructure and strategic green infrastructure (including Green Belts). 
The preparation of an SDP allows opportunities and challenges to be considered and planned for in an integrated and 
comprehensive way, promoting the achievement of positive planning outcomes 

Some 
1 

 

Green infrastructure plays a fundamental role in shaping our places and our sense of wellbeing, and are intrinsic to the 
quality of the spaces we live, work and play in. The planning system should protect and enhance green infrastructure 
assets and networks because of these multi-functional roles. The protection and enhancement of biodiversity must be 
carefully considered as part of green infrastructure provision alongside the need to meet society’s wider social and 
economic objectives and the needs of local communities. The multiple benefits that resilient ecosystems and green 
infrastructure offer to society, including the economic and social contribution they make to local areas, should be taken 
into account when balancing these needs. 

Full 
3 

Important to look at how GI is cross 
referenced in the economic and social 
chapters. Avoid using any material from 
the environment chapter here. 

B. GI is presented as delivering both 
economic and social benefits 

…work with all relevant strategic partners to protect, promote, expand and manage the extent and quality of, and access 
to, [the] network of green infrastructure. This multifunctional network will secure benefits including, but not limited to, 
biodiversity; natural and historic landscapes; culture; building a sense of place; the economy; sport; recreation; local food 
production; mitigating and adapting to climate change; water management; and the social benefits that promote 
individual and community health and well-being. 

Most 
2 

 

Green infrastructure is a strategically planned network of natural and semi-natural areas with other environmental 
features designed and managed to deliver a wide range of ecosystem services such as water purification, air quality, space 
for recreation and climate mitigation and adaptation. This network of green (land) and blue (water) spaces can improve 
environmental conditions and therefore citizens' health and quality of life. It also supports a green economy, creates job 
opportunities and enhances biodiversity”. 
 

Full 3   

Green infrastructure is capable of providing several functions at the same time and as a result offers multiple benefits, for 
social, economic as well as environmental resilience. The components of green infrastructure, by improving the resilience 
of ecosystems, can result in positive benefits to wellbeing including flood management, water purification, improved air 
quality, reduced noise pollution and local climate moderation, climate change mitigation and food production. These 
benefits are particularly important in urban environments, where they can facilitate health and wellbeing-related benefits 
of open space, clean air and improved tranquility, for example, as well as creating a sense of place and improved social 
cohesion. In addition, green infrastructure has a role in protecting local distinctiveness, providing economic benefits and 
social and community opportunities. 

Full 
3 

 

C. The vision, principles and culture 
of development positively support 
GI investment   

Planning policies, proposals and decisions must seek to support the well-being of people and communities […]. This will 
include seeking to maximise the cultural, social, environmental and economic benefits, while considering potential impacts 
when assessing proposals and policies in line with the Act’s Sustainable Development Principle 

Some 
1 

Need to look at other mechanisms such 
as core policies or challenges that help 
create a welcoming climate for GI  

  Need to see the vision translated into 
clear objectives that recognise the role 
of nature based solutions and green 
infrastructure. I am afraid there are no 
good examples hence the issue from 
many local plans.    

D. GI is an integral design component 
and must be considered at pre-
planning stage 

Planning permission will be granted for development where all external spaces, and features, including streets, footpaths, 
civic spaces, green spaces boundary treatments and public art have been designed as an integral part of the scheme as a 
whole 

Some 
1 

Oblique reference to some GI elements, 
but no reference to early consideration.  
 

Green infrastructure should be considered as an integral element of place from the outset of the planning process Full 
3 

 

E. Designers of GI must engage with 
all relevant stakeholders at pre-
planning stage 

Developers may wish to consult the Council prior to making an application to ensure that their proposed biodiversity 
objectives will adequately meet the Council’s requirements. 

Some 
1 

 

Whilst going through each stage, engagement with local communities and any other relevant stakeholders should be fully 
integrated into the process, where appropriate 

Full 
3 

 



F. GI will overlay multiple GI 
functions on the same land parcel 

An assessment should include the following information: 
• Details of how Sustainable Urban Drainage Systems (SUDS) will be incorporated into the development, where possible 
integrating drainage within landscape, green networks and open space 

Some 
1 

Oblique reference to multi-functionality 
but only with reference to SuDS 

The Green Network provides a common structure within which a number of policy aims can be delivered. […] Where these 
elements can be brought together on-site as part of the wider Green Network, then the City and its neighbourhoods 
benefit from enhanced drainage, biodiversity, access and open space, and developers benefit from the economies of being 
able to address all of these requirements in one place. 

Full 
3 

 

G. GI will enhance Natural Capital and 
Ecosystem Services 

Proposals that deliver sustainable development and comply with other relevant policies will be permitted provided that 
they do not have an unacceptable adverse impact on the natural environment and its ability to contribute goods and 
services. 

Some 
1 

 

Development proposals must be supported by a statement that sets out how the development proposal impacts both 
positively and negatively on ecosystem services. 

Most 
2 

 

H. The development setting must be 
appraised for GI functions 

Safeguarding of the existing green network along with the promotion of improvements to and connectivity of the network 
will be supported, particularly where there are likely to be health and quality of life benefits to the surrounding 
communities and places 

Some 
1 

Reference to safeguarding the green 
network but without specifically asking 
for an appraisal of existing functions 

[The] Council requires proposals to […] appraise the context of the site (the area approximately 500m from the boundary 
of the site, but this will depend on the site so may be greater): 
This will ensure opportunities can be taken to connect to existing routes, neighbourhoods and green networks; 
Appraisals of the context of a site will cover: 
• Location & nature of existing green networks & open spaces [green & civic], and their walking distance from the site  
• Surrounding movement network, including character & hierarchy of streets, public transport network, route of core 
paths, cycleways, & active travel routes 
• Location and ecological quality of watercourses & water bodies 

Full 
3 

Gives reference to all GI functions that 
must be covered in the appraisal. 

I. The development site will be 
surveyed to identify opportunity 
locations to deliver GI functions 

Use your knowledge of the site status and analysis of the context to start considering design proposals for the site. This 
should be supplemented by an understanding of the site itself; its topography, landscape features; views to and from it; 
and its micro-climate. 

Some 
1 

 

Where it is required, a site appraisal should be undertaken for development before the details of a scheme are drawn up. 
The Site and Area Appraisal shall fully research and consider the site itself and the wider context: 
A full assessment of the nature of the site, in relation to the development proposal, to include: 
a) Landform (existing topography, levels, slopes, contours, and significant natural site features such as water features); 
b) Ground Conditions (possible constraints on development, soil conditions, drainage, flood risk, sustainable urban and 
surface water drainage); 
c) Landscape/Ecology (the extent, type and location of existing vegetation (trees, shrubs, hedgerows, grassland, water 
bodies, biodiversity and formal/informal landscaped areas) and protected species and designated habitat areas); 

Full 
3 

 

J. GI will be designed to strengthen a 
wider landscape scale network of 
green infrastructure  

New developments should be well connected to public transport and active travel networks Some 
1 

Only refers to active travel networks, 
rather than a multifunctional GI 
network 

All development proposals will be assessed in terms of their impact on, and potential to contribute to, national Green 
Network principles and local Green Network and Open Space Strategy objectives in terms of the following:- 
• Proposals adjacent to, encroaching upon, or in the vicinity of, existing open spaces and green corridors, should maintain 
or enhance functionality and connectivity (active travel routes, habitat networks, etc). 

Full 
3 

 

K. GI must deliver habitat 
enhancements to increase 
biodiversity relevant to site 

All development proposals will require to meet the following criteria in so far as they are relevant, or otherwise 
demonstrate how their contribution to sustainable development in the context of the subsequent relevant policies in the 
Local Development Plan and Scottish Planning Policy would outweigh any lack of consistency with the relevant criteria: 
• Protect and enhance natural and built heritage designations and link to and integrate with green infrastructure 
where possible 

Some 
1 

 

All development proposals will be expected to fulfil all of the following criteria:  
• maximise the potential of their development to contribute positively to biodiversity conservation and enhancement 

Full 
3 

 

L. GI will be designed to retain and 
expand habitat networks 

Habitat linkages within the site and to features outwith the site as well as the use of native species in landscape planting 
are particularly important. 

Some 
1 

Refers to ‘linkages’  but no requirement 
for retention or expansion 



All development proposals will be expected to fulfil all of the following criteria:  
• protect and enhance existing habitat networks in or adjacent to the development site;  
• identify opportunities to strengthen the existing habitat network by creating new habitat links. 

Full 
3 

 

M. Watercourses and coastal areas 
will be integrated into the GI 
design of the development    

The inclusion of green infrastructure which promotes the integration of blue and green networks in and around 
developments will be encouraged to ensure that the water environment is central to the fabric of places, contributing to 
sustainable flood management and not having an adverse effect on the integrity of any Natura 2000 sites. 

Most 
2 

 

Regard should also be had to other LDP policies in relation to drainage in new developments, SuDS, flood risk and the 
treatment of watercourses and proposals will require to contribute to the delivery of green infrastructure and the green 
network where this is considered appropriate 

Full 
3 

 

N. SuDS will be designed as part of 
multi-functional GI 

Soak-aways, balancing ponds, reed beds and other sustainable drainage elements should always be integrated as a 
positive part of the layout where possible. 

Some 
1 

No requirement for SuDS to be part of 
GI 

The Council will expect SuDS schemes for new development to be designed and implemented as part of a placemaking 
approach, which delivers multi-functional green infrastructure. 

Full 
3 

 

O. SuDS features (e.g. ponds, swales, 
wetlands) will have a naturalised 
design 

The ecological value of SUDS is encouraged and should, where possible, include retention and enhancement of natural 
drainage systems and features. 

Some 
1 

No requirement for SuDs to be 
designed to mimic nature 

Water management should be designed with these criteria in mind: 
• a surface water management plan can be created, based on naturalised SUDS features, as the building blocks for the 
spatial layout of the development proposal 

Full 
3 

 

P. Watercourses and SuDS will be 
designed to provide safe public 
access 

In addition to meeting the basic water quality treatment requirements, the Council will assess the integration of the SuDS 
features into the overall development design. This should be undertaken as part of a placemaking approach to the design 
of the new development and should be considered in conjunction with the City Development Plan’s requirements for 
enhancing biodiversity, access to open space and the provision of sustainable travel routes as part of a multifunctional 
green network. 

Some 
1 

Oblique reference to access related to 
SuDs as part of a green network 

Open water should be designed to allow public access with minimum risk. Full 
3 

 

Q. Watercourses and SuDS must 
enhance the aesthetic and amenity 
value of the development  

While the nature of the contribution to the Green Network will vary as a consequence of site size and location the 
following principles should be adhered to in all cases: 
• Enhancement of assets e.g. deculverting and naturalisation of burns to delivery amenity, biodiversity and flood 
management benefits. 

Some 
1 

Oblique reference to naturalisation of 
watercourses for amenity 

Well designed and well maintained SUDS will help to provide an attractive setting for new developments. Most 
2 

Only refers to SuDS, doesn’t include 
watercourses 

R. GI will be designed to ameliorate 
any air quality issues 

Implement the Joint Local Transport Plan to seek to reduce CO2 emissions, and mitigate air quality impacts on population 
in central areas. 

Some 
1 

 

Developers must consider current and future sources of air and noise pollution as part of developing their application for 
new development. The pattern of proposed development should be informed by the sensitivity of, and compatibility of, 
uses in relation to the sources of airborne pollution and the importance of ensuring appropriate soundscapes. 

Full 
3 

 

S. Active travel routes will be off-
road and link to community 
facilities and transport hubs 

Development should enhance the opportunity for and access to sustainable transportation, including provision for bus 
infrastructure, and particularly walking and cycle opportunities including cycle parking and provision of facilities such as 
showers/lockers, all where appropriate. 

Some 
1 

Reference to walking and cycling, but 
not off-road and within GI. 

The Council will expect to see the following principles applied to proposals: 
Where appropriate, off road or shared footway/cycleway can make cycling more attractive and quicker. […] 
Cycle Routes should be integrated naturally into and connect with the wider Green Network and Core Path Routes. The 
aim is to: 
• expand safe routes to schools to include routes to public transport hubs, park and ride, hospitals and supermarkets 

Full 
3 

Focus here is on cycling 

T. GI must link to wider path 
networks where they exist 

Developments of all scales must accord with the following Design and Placemaking principles:  
B. Provide appropriate linkages to transport, neighbouring developments and green infrastructure connections 

Some 
1 

No reference to path networks, just 
implied through GI connections. 

New development should make provision for pedestrian and cycle connections to existing\proposed neighbouring 
development and the wider active travel network. 

Full 
3 

 

Development proposals should: 
 • Offer good access links within and outwith the development site; 

Some 
1 

‘Access links’ is a poor reference to 
recreational walking and cycling routes 



U. GI will be designed to provide local 
recreational walking and cycling 
routes 

Paths are an important element of green infrastructure providing active transport routes between communities, work 
places, schools and leisure facilities as well as wildlife corridors. They also provide ready access to the countryside for 
informal recreation and offer opportunities for health lifestyles to address the health agenda. They can be viewed as the 
arteries of the green network and the element most used by public. It is therefore important that path connections and 
their relationship to the existing green infrastructure on and off site is considered from the start of the site design process. 

Full 
3 

 

V. GI will meet the Council’s 
accessibility, quality and quantity 
standards for open space 

The Council will negotiate the provision of new publicly accessible and useable open space in new development when 
appropriate and justified by the scale of development proposed and the needs it will give rise to. 

Some 
1 

Onus is on the Council to negotiate, not 
for the applicant to deliver standards. 

The open space standards are to be used: 
• to inform developers what the minimum requirements are for sites; […] 
Accessibility, quality and quantity will be used to inform provision of open space for new development […]. Developers will 
need to demonstrate that the amount of open space they propose on a site is based on an assessment of these measures. 

Full 
3 

 

W. GI will be designed to provide 
recreational facilities for different 
user & age groups 

New development should, where appropriate, incorporate accessible multifunctional open space, recreational facilities 
and amenity space of a quality and quantity, in the right location, to meet the needs arising from the development. 

Some 
1 

 

Open space should be designed to be inclusive of people of different ages, genders, and physical abilities Full 
3 

 

X. Long-term management & 
maintenance arrangements will be 
documented & agreed 

Where appropriate, development should include SuDS and arrangements for long-term maintenance. Some 
1 

Only covers SuDS, not all GI features. 

As a condition of the planning consent, the developer will be required to provide details of the proposed management and 
maintenance arrangements to the Council, and receive approval, before construction starts on site 

Full 
3 

 

Y. Documentation will state the 
function of all GI components and 
the maintenance regime 

On sites where wildlife features are retained or new habitats and features are created, […] a management plan would be 
expected to be produced and submitted as part of the planning application. It should identify specific actions required for 
good management and include details of the phasing of the works. 

Some 
1 

Only covers wildlife habitats, not all GI 
features. 

Initial determination of maintenance specification: Maintenance specification of the common areas of open space will be 
agreed between the Council and developers as a condition of planning approval 

Most 
2 

No reference to stating the GI functions 

Z. Mechanisms to fund the 
management & maintenance 
regime must be identified & 
agreed 

Financial contributions may be sought for the purposes of providing open space and wider contributions to the Green 
Network […]. Means to ensure the long term maintenance of new and existing open space created in association with 
development will also be secured. 

Some 
1 

No requirement for the applicant to 
propose the appropriate funding 
mechanism. Only refers to open space. 

Applicants should demonstrate how their design proposals will be sustainably managed over the long-term including 
financial models for future funding of appropriate management and maintenance. 

Full 
3 

 

 


