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A Knowledge Exchange 
fellow? 



What does a Knowledge exchange fellow do?  

• GI Dating agency SWEEP meets PERFECT

• Critical Friend  Natural England 

• Piggy back rider Glasgow Clyde Valley Green network 

• Consultant Planning Advisory Service 

• Researcher  ICASP making better business case 300k/ 
Innovate UK NATURE tool 

• Communicator/Translator Supporting Welsh Govt GI seminar 
series 

• Esteem Chair of Building with Nature Standards group 

• Influencer National Infrastructure Commission and Dasgupta 
Review (after REF deadline). 

• Author:  Routledge book chapter: env planning /Planning 
Theory and practice/ BES handbook on Nature based 
Solutions   



Jamboard Questions  

1. What are the key strengths of Welsh 
planning system for GI?

2. What are the key opportunities for delivering 
GI  in the Welsh planning system?    

3. What are the key challenges for delivering GI 
in the Welsh Planning system? 

4. What are the best tools for delivering GI in 
the Welsh planning system

5. What is currently missing from the GI 
armoury in Wales 



Strengths 

• Strong legislative and regulatory 
background for delivering GI 

• Governance frameworks which 
are more joined up with 
statutory duties 

• Emerging new tools like GIAs, 
mandatory SuDS and area 
statements 

• BUT varying practice 



Green Infrastructure Regulation  

PPW11 

• 6.2.6 Planning authorities should adopt a 
strategic and proactive approach to green 
infrastructure and biodiversity by 
producing up to date inventories and 
maps of existing green infrastructure and 
ecological assets and networks 

Supporting Legislation 

• Environment Wales Act (2016) with a 
duty on public bodies and local 
authorities to 'maintain and enhance 
biodiversity’. 
• Area Statements 

• Sustainable Drainage Systems Standards 
for Wales 2018 The Flood and Water 
Management Act 2010 (Schedule 3) 

• Well Being of Future Generations Act 
(2015) imposes a statutory well being 
duty on all public bodies with a legal 
definition of  sustainable  development



Opportunities 

• Placemaking: Pandemic; Climate 
and biodiversity emergency   
hook into plans 

• Linking evidence- guidance-site-
delivery virtuous circle.

• Stronger local authority role in 
delivering land for GI benefits 
not just economic ones. 

• Better use of betterment in 
planning system with guidance.   



Challenges 

• Mainstreaming

• Lack of forward strategic 
planning

• Evidence-Policy- Site Delivery 
gap

• Skills gaps 

• Viability 

• Creation vs maintenance



Useful Tools 



Gaps 

• Effective and clear planning 
policy and prioritization

• Effective guidance

• Effective governance

• Role of statutory duties 

• Countryside- peri urban and 
urban GI 

• Retrofit 



1. Improving The Policy- Delivery  Cycle 
• Exposing the disconnect 

between policy- permission and 
delivery 



The role of mainstreaming nature for Wales?

• “…the informed inclusion of relevant 
environmental and climate change 
concerns into the decisions of 
institutions that drive national, local 
and sectoral development policy, 
plans, rules, investment and action”. 
Clayton and Bass (2009:11) 

• to equip policymakers and planners with 
better evidence and tools which will 
improve both the way in which decisions 
are reached, and the efficacy and equity 
of their decisions

(Benson et al., 2014)



Evidence, Assessment, Policies, Interventions  
and decisions made in silos  

Leadership
Inclusivity across built/natural env  
Interdisciplinary working 
Transdisciplinary working
Statutory duties with guidance 
United themes to support new agendas   





https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-
contet/uploads/2018/04/Core-06-
Ecosystem-Services-Technical-Advice-
Note-householder.pdf

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-contet/uploads/2018/04/Core-06-Ecosystem-Services-Technical-Advice-Note-householder.pdf




Swansea 



Evidence for Policies/Decisions are dominated 
by quantity and easily measurable metrics 

We value what we 
measure 

BUT we need to 
measure what we value 





Improving Quality of Built Developments in 
practice. 
• Developing standards for good 

GI 

• Building with Nature vs Bespoke 
standards 

• Swansea GI Strategy – Green 
space factor  





Welsh Discussion 

1. Where is the guidance to support your strong policy and regulatory 
bases 

2. Where is the demonstrator projects and shared social learning. 

3. Where are the quality metrics to support GI for long term 



Fitting the pieces together for better GI policy   

• Panoply of environmental terms 
and concepts 

• Developed at different times for 
different purposes 

• Need to understand/agree each 
term 

• Need to understand how they fit 
together for improved policy and 
decision making

• Need to “translate” them for 
different audiences 



STOCKS FLOWS DELIVERY ADDITIONALITY

Net Benefits 

Net Biodiversity 

Health and Well Being 



Area statements 

Net Benefits 

Net Biodiversity 



Delivering better GI policy for green 
infrastructure? Introducing the GIPAT tool 

Researched from …..

• Building with Nature standards (Jerome)

• Integrated Green Infrastructure practice 
(Glasgow and Clyde Valley) (Hislop)

• Mainstreaming GI project. (Scott)

Designed with…. 

• West of England Combined Authority 

• Green Infrastructure partnership 





https://mainstreaminggree
ninfrastructure.com/report
s/Scoring%20Matrix%20Te
mplate%20V3.4.xlsm

https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/reports/Scoring%20Matrix%20Template%20V3.4.xlsm


PPW10 Wales 

https://www.interregeurope.eu/fileadmin/user_upload/tx_tevprojects/library/file_1592825117.pdf




Questions 

• Contact  alister.scott@northumbria.ac.uk 

• https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/

https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/

