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Plan 

ÅAre built environment policies currently 
delivering: what is the problem?

ÅPlacemaking and Living /Green  infrastructure: 
can they be the solution?    

ÅThe opportunity spaces of new national 
policies : how well is new policy performing?

ÅThe opportunity spaces of local plans: how 
well is Sheffield currently doing 

ÅHow  to improve mainstreaming : exploring 
new NERC tools 

ÅFuture challenges for research and practice



Key role of planning policies in a plan led 
system 
ÅNeglected component of 

research and environment 
practice  

ÅYet provides the statutory basis 
for key decisions about future 
land use 

ÅNPPF sets the άŦǊŀƳŜǿƻǊƪέ 
within which local plans operate

ÅResearch can often neglect key 
importance of planning policies 
and decision making machinery.  



The Natural Choice: securing the value of 

nature (Natural Environment White Paper)

HM Government, 2010

ñThe Government expects the planning system to 

deliver the homes, business, infrastructure and 

thriving local places that the country needs, while 

protecting and enhancing the natural and historic 

environment. Planning has a key role in securing a 

sustainable future. However, the current system 

[é] is failing to achieve the kind of integrated 

and informed decision-making that is needed to 

support sustainable land use.ò

Why we need to improve planning policy and 
decision making? 



Raynsford Review 2018 

ÅPlanning system not fit for 
purpose. 

ÅóWe believe that planning 
should be a visionary, 
creative and inclusive 
process, enabling the delivery 
of high-quality architecture and 
great places for people to live, 
work and play. However, in 
recent decades the system 
has become increasingly 
reactive, devalued and under-
resourced.

RIBA submission to the Review



Working in our silos 



Dominated by metrics 



Metric fallacies:
delivering unhealthy outcomes

ÅTick box metrics  

ÅMetrics based on quantity 
(300,000 11 million) not quality 

ÅMetrics based on acceptability not 
excellence (planning permissions)

ÅMetrics that are imposed  rather 
than coproduced 

ÅTarget driven metrics in silos 

ÅRe-Invent new metrics rather than 
build on good practice  



ά.ǊŜŀƪƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ǎƛƭƻǎΥ ǎŜŀǊŎƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ  ƳƻǊŜ  
integrative concepts  



An integrated and  managed: 
living, grey, green and blue network   



Green Infrastructure demystified  

ÅάGreen infrastructure is a strategically 
planned network (multiple scales)  of 
natural and semi-natural areas with 
other environmental features 
designed and managed to deliver a 
wide range of ecosystem services 
such as water purification, air quality, 
space for recreation and climate 
mitigation and adaptation. 

ÅThis network of green (land) and 
blue (water) spaces can improve 
environmental conditions and 
therefore citizens' health and 
quality of life. It also supports a 
green economy, creates job 
opportunities and enhances 
biodiversityέΦ

Source: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
nature/ecosystems/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecosystems/index_en.htm

