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Outcomes for session

1. Understand what
mainstreaming is and how to S
build stronger processes. -

2. To understand how to o
mainstream Gl policy across
different areas identifying key
hooks and bridges

3. To enable the pilot areas to link
their Gl work with local plan
review/development




Brainstorm 1 : What does mainstreaming
mean to you?




Mainstreaming: much more than integration

. ”procefs of transgv_orp_hing olmd Comment
normalising an objective, policy or . . .
plan associated with one policy grlokcneg\?vloefdgeenaer%t=anasnd normalising
domain into the decision-making and 5

routine activities of multiple policy * translating Gl from the

domains necessary for effective (environmental) domain into other key
delivery and impact; and in so doing economic, social and health

to build sufficient capacity and domain(s),

resilience to improve operational . : :

processes and outcomes enabling S'Pavkoelngdrgr%lt'ple publics and

beneficial societal impacts for the long

term.” Scott et al 2021 * builds resilience to future change
through improvement to outcomes




Scott 2019: Gl Mainstreaming staircase
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Are there different forms of mainstreaming?

Shallow Mainstreaming

* Incremental change to the
existing system with little
behaviour or value change

* Taxes
* Regs
* Incentives

Vulnerable to change

Deep Mainstreaming
e Significant value and behaviour
changes
Long term system change
* Transdisciplinary activity
* Transformational

Up front investment in process



Why do it?

* To avoid duplication and
disintegration

* To work to common agendas
* Break down silos
e Foster innovation

“Building Gl into long-term
development plans will not only
ensure its benefits from the outset,
but will also avoid costly retrofitting

in the future.” The separation of conservation from development together
. . _ with narrow sectoral approaches to living resource
yj)tural Capltal Committee (2015'43' management are at the root of current resource problems.

Many of the priority requirements demand a cross-sectoral,
interdisciplinary approach” [IUCN, 1980: Ch.8.6].



Why do it?

Mainstreaming

NPO6
Stewardship
and
Evaluation

NPO5
Planning
and Design

NPO2
Partnership

NPO1 Multi -
functionality

NPO4
Evidence




How can we assess the degree of
mainstreaming? Introducing the GIPAT tool

Researched from .....

* Building with Nature standards
(Jerome)

* Integrated Green Infrastructure
practice (Glasgow and Clyde Valley)
(Hislop)

* Mainstreaming Gl project. (Scott)
Designed with....

* West of England Combined
Authority

* Green Infrastructure partnership




The Green Infrastructure Policy Assessment Framework

This spreadsheet-based assessment framework has been developed to assist those who are responsible for drafting Green
Infrastructure (Gl) policies for Local Plans to consider the quality of existing Gl policies and identify where there are gaps or
weaknesses in policy that need to be addressed.

The Framework is presented on seven worksheets.
The first six worksheets are a guide to the completion of the Scoring Matrix.
The guidance worksheets are:

1. Methodology Overview - provides an overview of how Gl policies in a plan are identified, assessed and scored

2. Assessment Criteria - shows the 26 criteria used to assess Gl policies

3. Matrix Overview - shows the components of the Scoring Matrix

4. Instructions - provides instructions for completing the Scoring Matrix

5. Examples of Policy Scoring - provides examples of Gl policies from real Plans and shows how they have been scored

6. Example of a Scored Plan - shows how England's National Planning Policy Framework has been assessed using the Scoring Matrix

MNB: These six guidance worksheets can be printed out to have to hand when undertaking an assessment.

The seventh worksheet is the 'Scoring Matrix Template V3.2, and is a blank template which can be used to undertake an assessment
of a plan. It is recommended that the tempate should be copied and saved to a working file for each individual plan assessment so that
a blank template is available for future assessments.

The Framework has been developed by:
Max Hislop, GCV Green Network Partnership  max.hislop@gcvgreennetwork.gov.uk
Alister Scott, Northumbria University / NERC GI Knowledge Exchange Fellow alister.scott@northumbria.ac.uk
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https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/reports/Scoring%20Matrix%20Template%20V3.4.xlsm
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ool Framework to assess good policy

Green Infrastructure

P Subject sub-headings Assessment Criteria

Support of Gl investment The value of Gl is explicitly recognised & justified within the Plan’s vision, principles, or objectives

o — )]

E li 1 a B. Gl benefits are explicitly stated within economic, social, health & climate change policies )

= Po icy P n Policy integration - - — — - - -

< Mainstreaming C.  The extent to which GI policy (criteria D-Z) is mainstreamed outside the environmental policies )

Ll

E D. Glisanintegral design idered at pre-planning stage of the devel )

2 Early design and engagement E. Designers of Gl engage with all key stakeholders at preplanning stage of the development )

] . . . F. Gl delivers multiple functions and benefits on the same land parcel

< 2 Multi-functionality ple )

E Development G. Gl enhances natural capital and delivery of environment net gains )

_ Integration

o Development setting H. The devel setting is appraised for multiple GI functions and benefits )

L. The devel t site is appraised for multiple Gl functions and benefits )

DG D

Landscape scale Gl is designed to deliver a wider landscape scale Gl network

/

w

Active travel routes Gl enhances opportunities for active and healthy travel

5.
Access Networks

Gl FUNCTIONS

=

Gl links to wider path and public access networks where they exist

Recreational routes

=

Gl is designed to provide local recreational walking and cycling opportunities

N

6. —C Open space Standards )—(\L Gl meets the Council’s accessibility, quality and quantity standards for open space )
Greenspace
4( Meet user needs )—@ Gl is designed to provide recreational facilities for different user & age groups )
(w — p— N\

o Manage ment & maintenance X longterm 2 & arrang s Besed )
S I . Y. Documentation states the function and benefits of all GI p and their maint e regi )

5 Stewardship - -
Resourcing mechanisms } L{z.  Mechanisms to fund the g & mail regime are identified & agreed _)
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https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/reports/Scoring%20Matrix%20Template%20V3.4.xlsm

Mainstreaming

Green Infrastructure

Dea Subject sub-headings Assessment Criteria
sign Elements
Support of Gl investment )—(A. The value of Gi is explicitly recognised & justified within the Plan’s vision, principles, or objectives )
| 1 o —(B. Gl benefits are explicitly stated within economic, social, health & climate change policies )
Policy Plan Policy integration )
Mainstreaming /¢ The extent to which Gi policy (criteria DZ) is mainstreamed outside the environmental policies )
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Chapter 1: Coverage
Intreduction Strength
Chapter 2: | | Coverage
Achieving sustainable development Strength
Chapter 3: | | Coverage
Plan-making Strength
Chapter 4 | | Coverage
Decision-making Strength
Chapter 5: Coverage
Deelivering a sufficient supply of homes Strength
Chapter &: Coverage
Building a strong, competitive economy Strength
Chapter 7: Coverage
Ensuring the vitality of town centres Strength
Chapter 8: Coverage
Promoting healthy & safe communities Strength
Chapter 9 Coverage
Promoting sustainable transport Strength
Chapter 10: Coverage
Supporting high quality communications Strength
Chapter 11: | | Coverage
Making effective use of land Strength
Chapter 12; Coverage
Achieving well-designed places Strength
Chapter 13: Coverage
Protecting green belt land Strength
Chapter 14: Coverage
Climate change, flooding & coastal change Strength
Chapter 15: E| Coverage
Conserving & enhancing the natural environment Strength
Chapter 16: Coverage
Conserving & enhancing the historic environment Strength
Chapter 17: Coverage
Facilitating the sustainable use of minerals Strength
Coverage
Overall scores
Strength
Total (max=7E} Key:
Coverage Coverage Mone | Some Most Full
Strength Score 0 1
Strength Mone Weak |Medium| 5trong

I: Introeductory and strategic chapters

E: Environment chapter




Improving mainstreaming outcomes

» Strengths and weaknesses and gaps identified signpost positive
opportunities.
* NPPF results used to strengthen local plan policies in key areas
* Build partnerships to plug gaps

* Important NOT to have ONE Gl policy in environmental chapter

* Get Gl embedded explicitly across other policy chapters by imprioved
communication :
* Using translation function of Gl to other sector priorities
* Role of hooks (key policy, regulation priority for specialist audience) EXAMPLE?
* Role of bridges (key concept understood across multiple publics) EXAMPLE?



Mainstreaming Green Infrastructure in the Planning System

Table 4

Comments on selected NPPF paragraphs and the policy ‘hooks’ they provide for Local Plans

Gl policy NPPF
criterion paragraphs

Commentary and potential policy ‘hooks’ for Local Plans

A: Integration 8 b)andc);9;

Comment: Just one explicit reference to Gl (para. 20 d}), and only in

with other 20 d); 17 relation to the climate change benefits of Gl.

priorities Hook: To explicitly reference Gl as supportive of economic objectives
{particularly in relation to active travel and flood and pollution amelicration),
as well as social and environmental objectives, and therefore an integral
part of what the planning system is expected to deliver.

D: 42,92 e); 102 c); Comment: Only tangential reference to the need to consider Gl as an

Early/integral 127 b) and e)
design

integral design component, considered from the pre-planning stage.

Para. 102 provides explicit reference for transport issues — Gl should be
afforded the same priority.

Hook: To make explicit the need to integrate Gl into all development design
from the outset.

F: Multi- 118 a) and b)
functional
land use

N: SuDS 165 d)
as multi-
functional Gl

Comment: Mentions the functions of Gl but does not explicitly refer to Gl,
or recognise that Gl is an essential component of all developments, or that
well designed and delivered Gl is multi-functional.

Hook: To expect that developments are designed to deliver multi-functional
Gl benefits from the same land parcel.

Comment: Weak reference to the multi-functionality of SuDS.

Hook: To include more detail on the benefits of naturalised SuDS, and for
SuDS to be integrated as aesthetic and accessible features within the Gl of
all developments.




SOUTH DOWNS LOCAL PLAN

ADOPTED 2JULY 2019 (2014-33)

»&4

South Downs
National Park Authority

SOUTH DOWNS
NATIONAL PARK

o

< CORE POLICIES




Core Policy SD2: Ecosystem Services

1. Development proposals will be permitted where they have an overall positive
impact on the ability of the natural environment to confribute goods and
services. This will be achieved through the use of high quality design, and by
delivering all opportunities to:

a) Sustainably manage land and water environments;

b) Protect and provide more, better and joined up natural habitats;
c) Conserve water resources and improve water quality;

d) Manage and mitigate the risk of flooding;

e) Improve the National Park’s resilience fo, and mitigation of, climate
change;

f) Increase the ability to store carbon through new planting or other means;
g) Conserve and enhance soils, use soils sustainably and protect the best and

i til icultural land;
most versalile agricufioratfan 2. Development proposals must be supported by a statement that sets out

h) Support the sustainable production and use of food, forestry and raw how the development proposal impacts, both positively and negatively, on
materials; ecosystem services.

i) Reduce levels of pollution;
i| Improve opportunities for peoples’ health and wellbeing; and

k) Provide opportunities for access to the natural and cultural resources which
contribute to the special qualities.



Jill's house Jill's proposed
extension

https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-
contet/uploads/2018/04/Core-06-
Ecosystem-Services-Technical-Advice-
Note-householder.pdf

Jill's actions

Replacing the close Replacing the concrete

boarded fence with a parking area with
native hedgerow helps to permeable surfacing
soak up excess water, helps reduce flood risk
Improves air quality and and surface water

is great for wildlife

Installing bat boxes is an Planting wild flower mix is great Solar panels are one
casy way for Jill to for insects, which provides a which which can reduce
support the local bat food source for bats Jill's carbon footprint

population



https://www.southdowns.gov.uk/wp-contet/uploads/2018/04/Core-06-Ecosystem-Services-Technical-Advice-Note-householder.pdf

Brainstorm 2 : What are the Hooks and Bridges to
nelp mainstream Gl (1) generally and (2) in your
nilots ?




Examples of good and weak Gl policy
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T Stiring Council, Local Development Plan, 2014
3 Full criterion coverage
— Policy 1.3: Green Network and Open Space
: Coverage Most criterion coverage All development proposals will be assessed in terms of their impact on, and
potential to contribute to, national Green Network principles and local
3 Some criterion coverage Green Metwork and Open Space Strategy objectives in terms of the
! following:-
[...]
0 Strong policy wording (b} Proposals adjacent to, encroaching upon, or in the vicinity of, existing
open spaces and green corridors, should maintain or enhance functionality
1 Strength Medium policy wording and connectivity (active travel routes, habitat networks, etc).
3 Weak policy wording Comment:
This policy fully covers the criterion, and even emphasises the functionality
3 of the GI network. Although 'Rndscape scale' isn't explicitly mentioned in
this policy, the reference to the 'Green Network' implies Rndscape scale.
Most Full
5 Coverage Score:
Full coverage = 3 2 3
)
- Strength Mone Weak Medium 3trong




Exemplar Green Infrastructure Policies

| . . . |
! Four Functional Policies |
. |
Water Management Policy ]
Development proposals should integrate naturalised S —_—
SuDS features into the design of green infrastructure, I I
and, where they are part of open space obligations, - - -
should be safe and accessible creating an attractive | Prl n CI pal POI |Cy |
and distinctive setting for new developments. ! Gl is integral to placemaking and therefore, must be part of the I
_ _ I design process from the outset, providing water management, |
Habitat Enhancements Pol ICY | habitat enhancements, access networks and open space |
Development proposals should conserve and enhance | functions. |
on-site biodiversity and habitat networks within and I I
adjacent to the site. . |
Access Networks Policy
Development proposals should maintain and enhance
the quality and connectivity of access networks, Developers must provide details of the Gl functions, and the
integrating active travel routes (linking work places, maintenance requirements, and the party responsible for
schools, community facilities and public transport these, and demonstrate funding arrangements for their
hubs) and recreation routes into green infrastructure. long-term delivery to the satisfaction of the local authority
before construction staris.
Open Space Policy
Development proposals should meet local accessibility, :

quality and quantity standards for open space, and be
designed to cater for the needs of the community. |

https://www.gcvgreennetwork.gov.uk/what-we-do/delivering-
b e e e e e e e . . green-infrastructure _ _ _ .,



https://www.gcvgreennetwork.gov.uk/what-we-do/delivering-green-infrastructure

How can your Gl pilots impact on local plans?

 Key role of statutory local plans(plan led system) in helping secure
your pilot project outcomes for the long term?

* Provide evidence for local plan policy (green belt and strategic
development sites)

* Help shape policy in areas outside the usual environment chapter

* Use GIPAT to Gl proof the plan using free software
https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/reports/Scoring%20M
atrix%20Template%20V3.4.xIsm

* Ability to secure Building with Nature accreditation thereafter



https://mainstreaminggreeninfrastructure.com/reports/Scoring%20Matrix%20Template%20V3.4.xlsm

Key Messages

* Mainstreaming is a demanding
process and journey

* Mainstreaming requires significant
effort from YOU to translate Gl into
other sectors’ priorities and
language.

* Crucial role to identify hooks and
bridges to build Gl traction

* Importance of working cross
sectors on the bigger picture

 Value of getting out of your
environment/Gl silo

i



* Alister.scott@northumbria.ac.uk

e https://mainstreaminggreeninfra
structure.com/index.php
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