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What is green infrastructure? 

• “Green infrastructure is a strategically 
planned network (multiple scales)  of 
natural and semi-natural areas with 
other environmental features 
designed and managed to deliver a 
wide range of ecosystem services 
such as water purification, air quality, 
space for recreation and climate 
mitigation and adaptation. 

• This network of green (land) and 
blue (water) spaces can improve 
environmental conditions and 
therefore citizens' health and 
quality of life. It also supports a 
green economy, creates job 
opportunities and enhances 
biodiversity”.

Source: 
http://ec.europa.eu/environment/
nature/ecosystems/index_en.htm

http://ec.europa.eu/environment/nature/ecosystems/index_en.htm


What is green infrastructure? 
An integrated and  managed: 

living, grey, green and blue network   



What is Mainstreaming? 

• Karlsson-Vinkhuyzen et al. (2017: 
145) mainstreaming “involves 
taking a specific objective of one 
issue domain and declaring that 
this objective should be integrated 
into other issue domains where it is 
not (yet) sufficiently addressed”. 

Comment 

• process of generating and 
normalising new knowledge and 
ideas 

• away from the environmental 
domain into economic, social and 
health  domain(s), 

• involves multiple publics  and 
stakeholders

• Builds resilience to future change 
through improvement to outcomes 



The Mainstreaming                                  for GI 

• Mainstreaming is used 
uncritically in research and 
practice 

• Lack of theory to guide 
mainstreaming practice 

• Silo mentality in policy hinders  
mainstreaming efforts for GI 

• GI is seen as an environmental 
responsibility and cost. 



Mainstreaming Thematic Ingredients 

1. Change (Ford et al 2013) 

2. Catalyst(s) (Cowling et al 2002)

3. Integration (Bammer, 2006)

4. Innovation (Rogers, 2003)

5. Governance (Scott et al.,2018)

6. Embedding (Sandwith, 2002)

7. Social Learning (Piana 2013)

8. Agenda Setting  (Squires, 2005)

9. Contestation  (Walby,2005) 

Comment 

You need a very good chef and team to optimise the 
recipe. Depends how you manage and mix these 
ingredients. 



Theoretical Bastardisation for mainstreaming  



Hybridised framework for mainstreaming 



Implications for Mainstreaming Practice  

• Regulation and Incentive bundles  

• Identify champions in other policy 
domains 
• Catalyst for change 

• Local plans – plan led system
• Self assessment GI matrix  

• Delivery mechanisms 
• Translate values of GI into   delivery 

tools 
• PES schemes 
• Planning Agreements 
• Standards : building with nature 



• Embed GI within other policy domains 
• Do not preach your knowledge/evidence to converted audiences 
• Understand and infiltrate the policy “hooks” of other built env domains not 

just your own 
• Work across silos not in them
• Planners ideally placed in theory to help mainstream GI 



Take home messages 

• Mainstreaming as a 
transformational process and 
outcome

• GI must not be siloed in 
environmental interests  

• Power of using interdisciplinary 
and transdisciplinary approaches

• ‘Hooks’ for GI mainstreaming need 
to be identified outside 
environment sector with cross 
sector appeal.  

• Leaders need to make things 
happen despite current systems 


